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were driven off, and the Colombian forces subsequently occupied
Tarapaca. The Peruvian version was that the Colombian commander
had been guilty of aggression because he had attacked Tarapaca,
after delivering an ultimatum, at a moment when the Peruvian
Government still hoped that a settlement would be reached as a result
of Brazilian mediation.1
After the fighting at Tarapaca, the Colombian Government broke
off diplomatic relations with Peru, and for a time there seemed to be
a grave danger that the conflict would develop on a serious scale. The
Peruvian President attempted to stir up war feeling by appealing to
patriots to defend the national honour and meet force with force; the
Colombian Legation at Lima was sacked by a mob and the Minister
had some difficulty in making his escape; and a large number of young
Peruvians were subjected to intensive military training. In Colombia,
also, there were indications of a growing feeling of hostility towards
Peru and of a desire to settle the account by force of arms; but the
Government were fully alive to the advantages which they derived
from the general recognition of the excellence of their case, and they
were anxious to avoid any action which might alienate sympathy from
them. The affair at Tarapaca was promptly reported to the League
of Nations by both Colombia and Peru, and on the 17th February the
Colombian Government took the further step of invoking Article 15
of the Covenant.
An extraordinary session of the Council was summoned for the
21st February to deal with Colombia's application. The Peruvian
Government did not instruct a representative to attend the meeting,
and the absence of a Peruvian delegate could not fail to strengthen
the Council's conviction that Peru was in the wrong. Indeed, since
the issue was so clear, the feeling of the Council was that there need
be little delay in carrying out the measures for which Article 15 of the
Covenant provided. Under paragraph 3 of that article, however, the
first duty of the Council was to 'endeavour to effect a settlement of
the dispute', and the Committee of Three was accordingly asked to
negotiate with the parties and try to find a formula for conciliation.
After holding several meetings the Committee drew up a scheme
which, it believed, would provide an equitable solution. It proposed
that a Commission appointed by the League should take charge of the
Leticia corridor, which would be evacuated by the Peruvians.
Colombia would place forces at the disposal of the Commission for the
maintenance of order in the territory, and these forces, which would
1 The Peruvian Government stated that they did not receive the Colombian
declaration that mediation was at an end until after the fighting at Tarapaca.